
•	 Illinois is home to one of the 
nation’s longest active quantum 
communication network in the US, 
a 124-mile long loop that connects 
UChicago, Fermilab and Argonne. 

•	 In November 2023, UIUC researchers 
launched the world’s first publicly 
available quantum network at the 
Urbana Free Library.

•	 Illinois leads the US with $51M  
in QIST-related contracts.
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•	 Illinois is the home to Duality,  
the nation’s first quantum  
startup accelerator.

•	 Illinois was awarded 2 of the 5  
US DOE National Quantum 
Information Science Research 
Centers and 2 of the 5 NSF  
Quantum Leap Challenge Institutes.

•	 Illinois is home to the Chicago  
Quantum Exchange, the  
largest university-led quantum  
initiative in the country. 

The amount the Chan Zuckerburg Initiative invested in Illinois with 
quantum sensing as a key pillar of the investment. 




